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Four young people with a 
“flat” of their own—in a 
tree top at West Norwood, 
Surrey. 


The recent spell of cold weather was the severest 
known for a very long time. The Thames near Reading 
froze from bank to bank and so did the Avon near Bath— 
for the first time, it is believed, for 60 years. The harbour 
at Bristol became a sheet of ice, and even the sea froze as 
it flowed over the sands at Pegwell Bay, Kent. Swans, 
ducks, seagulls—all have had to be freed from the ice. 

A mong the chilliest places was extended far beyond Britain. Ice 


Edinburgh, which had 
fourth lowest temperature 


its 

(8 

degrees Fahrenheit) since 1770; 
but the coldest people in Scotland 
must have been the men finishing 
the ski chairlift in the Cairngorm 
Mountains near Glenmore. The 
temperature up there was minus 
seven degrees F.—39 degrees of 
frost, and if they took off their 
gloves their skin froze to , the 
metal. ... . . 

■ The period of exceptional cold 


six inches thick on the Danube 
in Austria stopped all river traffic, 
and eyen in India many people 
died in the coldest weather in 
living memory. - 

Winters have been getting 
slightly colder in recent years, a 
fact which has led some people 
to wonder if we are going back to 
the Arctic weather our forefathers 
knew. In the winter of 1684, for 
example, people in Britain dropped 
dead in their tracks from cold that 


covered the Thames with ice 
nearly a foot thick. Much of the 
country’s wild life perished. But 
from 1850 onwards there were 
progressively warmer winters. 

Pointing this out in the January 
issue of Discovery, Mr. Veryard, 
a meteorologist, thinks that the 
present colder winters are only a 
temporary phase in a very gradual 
warming-up process. 

That seems, to be the opinion 
of most scientists. The Northern 
Hemisphere has been getting 
slowly warmer all this century. 
Glaciers have been melting, and 
in Canada crops are now grown 
in areas that were formerly too 
cold for farming.. 

Animals and birds have been 
affected, too. Deer, for instance, 
have moved farther north. 



(c) Flcctway Publications Ltd., 1962 



Richard Field, of Bedford 
Modern School, recently 
made a spectacular rescue 
of his dog from the frozen 
waters of the Great Ouse. 
J^ichard’s dog spotted some 
swans on one of the few 
open patches of the ’ river and 
rushed across the ice towards 
them. It broke under him and 
though he made many attempts to 
get back, his paws slipped at the 
ice edges. 

Richard stripped and started oft 
himself over the ice. When it 
broke he smashed a channel 
through it, swimming about 25 
yards towards his struggling friend. 
Then the dog pulled himself on to 
the ice and scampered towards 
the bank; just before he got there 
he fell in again—but near enough 
to be helped out by spectators. 

Meanwhile Richard, his hands 
and arms cut by ice, swam back; 
cheered by a watching crowd. 

Said Richard, who belongs to 
his school boat club: “I could 
not have rowed up and. down 
that river with the thought that 
my dog had drowned there.” 

Baa-baa false 
teeth 

A ten-year-old ewe on an 
Isle of Wight farm is claimed 
to be the first sheep in the 
world to be given false teeth. 
In seven days after a Newport 
dentist and a veterinary surgeon 
had fitted plastic dentures to 
her lower jaw she put on 20 lb. 
in weight. 

Loss of teeth often means 
that sheep have to be disposed 
of even while still quite young, 
because they can’t cat enough 
to maintain their growth. 

In Nebraska, U.S.A., where 
the grass is particularly tough, 
there was a problem of a 
similar nature. There, farmers 
wondered what could be done 
when a cow’s teeth arc so worn 
down by eating tough grass that 
she eats less than she did and 
yields less milk. A remedy has 
been found—steel crowns have 
been fitted to cows’ teeth. 


JUST WORK IT OUT 

Pity the people who have to 
provide school meals. One official 
instruction they have to deal with 
contains this brain-twister: “The. 
meals brought forward plus the 
meals purchased less the full- 
price meals sold should equal the 
meals brought forward for the 
following week.” ' ■ • 
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Fan Mail 

Dear Sir,—Why can’t we have 
articles about Association Foot¬ 
ball in the CN? Although I am 
a girl I like football and I am a 
fan of Leicester City. I would 
like to hear other CN readers’ 
views on this. 

Julia Wright, 

Glenficld, Leicester. 

/ imagine you were well pleased 


ESird-watch inrg 
in ESed 

Dear Sir,—When I was ill in 
bed, on looking out of the window 
I had a great surprise! 1 saw a 
bullfinch sitting on a twig. It was 
lovely, because I have never seen 
a bullfinch so close up before! 


r— .. 1 .| 

I Here are some news and j 
; vie iv.v from C N readers. Why { 

! not write to me this week, at i 
j Fleetway House, Farringdon St., I 

j London, E.C.4,— The Editor. \ 

l .....•.* 

Sir Waiter Scott's 
Count rtg 

Dear Sir,—For two years, 
1960-61, 1 was at a boarding 
school. It was called St. Columba’s 
and was near St. Boswells in the 
heart of the Scott country. 

On a clear day you could see 
the Cheviot Hills in England, but 
much nearer than that, just across 
the Tweed, is the famous Dryburgh 
Abbey where Scott is buried. 

It did not take long to get to 
Scott’s View; it was there that 
Scott wrote his poems. This was 
his favourite view of the Border 
landscape, and from it you get a 
marvellous view of the Eildon 
Hills. I have climbed them all. 

P. Jennings, 

Edgbaston, Birmingham 16. 

Chateau d‘Ef 

Dear Sir,—I wonder if any C N 
readers would be interested in a 
place I visited on holiday. 

We were staying in a little town 
in the South of France, and one 
day we went in to Marseilles. On 
arriving we saw a boat going to 
the famous Chateau d’lf, the 
island where the Count of Monte 
Cristo was supposed to have been 
imprisoned. 

We caught the boat, and after 
a very rough two kilometres, we 
arrived on a barren island with a 
stronghold perched on top. 

We came first to a small square 
courtyard with many prison cells 
leading off it. One of them was 
that of the Count of Monte Cristo 
and another that of the Abbe who 
had helped him. 

The cells were merely stone 
rooms, each with one tiny source 
of light, a barred window. It 
made the story in the book seem 
so much more realistic. 

Kathryn Chambers, Acton, W.3. 

More Moore 

Dear Sir,—I; would like to say 
how I enjoy Patrick Moore’s 
series. 

I am very interested in 
Astronomy and I hope lie will 
carry this on in the future, as if 
has taught me a lot. 

Gerard de Botfon (13), 

Eastbourne. 

EEohhieti 

Dear Sir,—I have been reading 
C N for about two years, and have 
enjoyed it a great deal, especially 
when the extra pages and the 
Readers' Letters were added. 

There is, however, one more 
article I would like to see added 
... a hobby section, which would 
give plans and instructions for 
making things in wood, metal, salt, 
etc. 

Alvin Gold (13), 

Bournemouth. 


with last week’s Sports Page ! Ed. 


C X Shipgnntg 
expert ? 

Dear Sir,—l have 
a great interest in §|§ffi 
collecting information 
about ships. J have 
them from all over 
the world—so many 
in fact that I am 
making a Shipping 
Information Bureau. 

The evening news¬ 
paper came to sec me 
and I had a photo¬ 
graph in it. 

Sharon Rice (13), 

Lancing, Sussex. 


Susan Whittington (10), 

Tadworth, Surrey. 



Tine Fourth 

CHILDREN S LITERARY COMPETITION 

organised by the Daily Mirror 

Entries from now until February 26th. 

For full details of entry and awards send stamped, 
addressed envelope to : 

Children's Literary Competition, 

Leaflet F, 

Daily Mirror, Holborn Circus, 

London, E.C.l. 

Advisory and Selection Panel : Sir Herbert Read 
Richard Church Marjorie Hoard Laurie Lee 
Kathleen Rainc L, C. Schiller 

“..... this enterprise is undertaken in the belief that children arc capable 
of expressing themselves effectively in literary form, and that to learn to' 
express themselves in this manner is one of the primary concerns of education.” 

Herbert Read. 



He 

knows 

you 

know.. 




that ‘ Plasticine ’ is the best modelling material in the world for 
achieving the best results—easily and effectively. Available in 
17 artistic colours and in a wide range of modelling outfits. 


Sole Manufacturers: 

HARBUTT’S PLASTICINE LTD. 
BathamptCn Bath Somerset 


‘Plmt Seine* 


REGD. TRADE MARK 
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A NEW SERIES BY THE FAMOUS TV PERSONALITY 




Last winter Pat and Jane, 
my two young budding 
naturalists, asked me to 
show them some tracks 
made by animals after a 
fall of snow. 

JFirst of all I took them round 
their garden and pointed out 
the footprints of several birds. We 
found them around the bird-table 
and also by a hedge which the 
birds used for cover during the 
day. We could identify those of 
the starlings, because these birds do 
not hop, but walk or waddle; and 
also those of blackbirds which 
both walk and hop. We also 
found’the tracks of a grey squirrel 
which had come in the early morn¬ 
ing to pick up,any food dropped 
from the bird-table or left on the 
ground. 

Signs of badgers 

Having had a .look in the 
garden wc went to a nearby path 
which ran beside a piece of wood¬ 
land. Here we were lucky, because 
in the wood there was a badgers’ 
sett —the proper name for their 
home. The badgers had been out 
foraging during the night for we 
saw the large tracks, with the toes 
and claw-marks showing, and we 
traced them from the path, where 
wc first spotted them, to the sett 
itself. 


This,showed us we were right in 
thinking that the tracks were 



Squirrel’s meal on a tree stump 


Pictures by John Markham 



Footprints of a fox 

indeed those of a badger. Had it 
been a fox which had left them 
they would have been, smaller and 
dog-like; and we should have 
noticed that they were peculiar 
because they did not really look a's 
if they had been made by a four- 
footed creature at all. This is 
because, when walking, a fox puts 
its hind feet down almost exactly 
in the place where it has placed its 
fore feet. 

Jane got excited when she’ found 
some footprints that turned out to 
be those of a rabbit. These, too, 
looked peculiar because a rabbit, 
when lolloping along, brings its 
hind feet down in front of its 
fore feet, so that it almost looks 
as if it had been travelling back¬ 
wards. 

Remains of a feast 

Another interesting find turned 
up on the flattened stump of . a 
felled tree. Here wc saw some 
scales from a pine cone and a few 
fragments of acorn shells. This 
was a squirrel’s dining-table. 

Of course it is not possible in 
a short' note to tell you how to 
identify all the traces 1 and tracks 
you will see; but if you want to 
find out more about this kind of 
thing you must buy or borrow an 
excellent little book called Tracks, 
Trails, and Signs, by F. J. Speak-: 
man. It is published bv G. Bell 
and costs 10 s. 6 d. 
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Our. new feature “mainly for girls ” by the ft 

writer of the famous MRS. DALE’S DIAR Y -ft 

ft 

■ - ☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆ 


said recently that the citrus 
colours, yellow and tangerine, are 
a-combination that is going to be 


There has not been time yet to get any letters in reply Serena Sinclair, writing about 
to my request, last week, that you should tell me what clothes in The Daily Telegraph, 
you want to read about. But if you haven’t written to "~' A 
me, it’s not too late now—all views and ideas will be 
welcome! ' '- - { . ■_ ; 

TAoes it ever seem to you that 
... mother spends hours and 
liours In the kitchen when there 
can't be any need for her to. take 
quite so long standing over the 
cooker or at the sink? Well, try 
to do it • yourself—and' see how 
long- it all takes! 

Elizabeth Farnham, who writes 
in The Birmingham Post, recently 
gave an account of what hap¬ 
pened when her 12-year-old 
daughter Angela~said she wanted 
to run their home for a week! 


plumber, to come at once'and 
unstop it. 1 ' . 

But in spite Of all their mis¬ 
takes. in the end the two of them 
were running the home quite 
efficiently. Said their mother, 
“Secretly I think the children were 
quite thankful to discard the reins 
of responsibility!” 




Her nine-year-old sister, Marilyn, 
offered to help. 

When they got the housekeep- 
ingmoney they thought it was a 
huge' amount-—until they started 
planning the menu for the whole 
week. ! They decided to share the 
household tasks, but they soon got 


One of the sad things about this 
modern world of ours with its 
traffic on the roads is the number 
of cals killed every day.- You can't 
control a cat, or stop him going 
on the main roads. 

Frances Adams (16), of Light 
Oaks Filling Station, Milton, has 
been recommended to the 
R.S.P.C.A. for- a reward for her 
courage in trying to save a cat 


swamped with the washing-up from being run over in the middle 


which kept on 
faster, and at 


day the girH were in despair. 


But they still 
Unfortunately 
day, poured 
sink so they 


piling up faster and of a busy road. She attempted to 


the end of the first 


refused to give up. 
Marilyn, the next 
hot fat down the 
had to -phone the 


snatch the cat to safety—a danger¬ 
ous-thing to do—and she herself 
was hit by another car, and taken 
' to hospital. - ' 

I hope you get that medal, 
Franccs^-you deserve-it. 



one of this' spring’s winners. This 
set me thinking—a tangerine skirt 
with a lemony jumper would be a 
sure-fire success, or a pair of 
orange slacks with a plain linen 
blouse in yellow could be really 
smart, as you can see ;in my 
drawing. And what about a blouse 
patterned in all the citrus qolours, 
with perhaps just a touch of green 
or black for contrast? Look out 


for these 
shopping. 


colours when 


you’re 


Yellows and oranges ^always 
make an impression on me, and a. 
favourite recipe of mine is 
Apricot and Pineapple Jam. It 
looks so pretty in the making, but 
as it tastes rather good, too, you 
may like to know how to make 
it: 

Soak half a pound of dried 
apricots overnight in 1-j- pints of 
water. Stew until tender. Sieve, 
and add the contents of an 8- 
ounce tin of chopped pineapple, 
li lb. of sugar, and 2 table¬ 
spoons of lemon juice. Boil fast, 
stirring quite often. It is ready 
to set in 15 to 20 minutes. This 
makes about 2 lb. 


J; 





OF THE 
CAR PARK 



This new sign is at the en¬ 
trance to a car park in the 
Berkshire village of Pang- 
bourne. The figure, carved 
in oak, represents Berhtulf, 
king of the Mercians, who 
gave land to Pangbourne 
church in the year 843 



Although very 
similar in appear¬ 
ance, roach and 
rudd can be identi- 
fiei by their dorsal 
fins and mouths. 
The rudd’s dorsal 
is set further back 
than that of the 
roCch, and his 
bottom lip projects. 

; Roach have a pro- 
jecting top lip. 
Rildd, too, are 
milch less slimy 
than roach. 



Try ‘dapping’ for rudd from an overgrown 
bank, using a large moth or fly on the hook. 
Find caddis grubs in shallow water and use 
one or two (removed from their cases) to 
tempt shy-biting roach. 




LOTS OF PRIZES! 

There’s a £15 fishing 
outfit and 75 Brownie 
127 Cameras waiting 
to be won by 
CHILDREN’S 
NEWSPAPER 
readers who eat OAT 
KRUNCHIES. Full 
details of this easy-to- 

enter competition are ___, 

printed on all special OAT KRUNCHIES 
packets now in the shops. . 

Only CHILDREN’S NEWSPAPER readers 
can enter the “Fishing Facts” competition. 
Cut out the little fish on page 9 NOW 1 . . . 
you’llneedittoshowyoureadCHILDREN’S 
NEWSPAPER when you send in. 
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Plane oi an ice mound 


SCHOOL m 
THE sum 

A flight to Gibraltar will start 
the Easter term for boys of a 
school at Gosfrirth, Cumberland, 
Then they will travel to Estepona, 
in sunny southern Spain, and 
carry on normal school routine. 

They will live in an hotel run 
by an Englishman, .who met their 
headmaster last winter and sug¬ 
gested accommodating the whole 
school for the Easter term. They 
will find a private beach, heated 
swimming pool, and boating. 


Icc-bound in Alaska—but it is only the shell of a United States 
plane which made a forced landing on the ice five years ago, 
while on the way to a weather station at Point Barrow. 


mm ii a tree 


An American’s small plane, ran 
out of petrol while he was flying 
over woodlands in New York 
State not long ago. He aimed for 
the tallest tree and made a landing 
in ; the branches like a bird. 
Neither he nor the only passenger, 
his nine-year-old son, was injured. 

But that was where their good 
|uck ended. How were they to get 


For exciting reading buy 

. — 

SCHOOLGIRLS PICTURE LIBRARY 

Four book-length 
stories told in 
wonderful pictures 
every month. 

Your January issues on sale now: 

No. 148 GIRL OF THE 
GOLD RUSH 

A true-to-life story of Canada’s Far 
North—and a girl who. gets caught 
up in one of the most fantastic and 
adventurous treks of all time ! 

149 I WANT TO 
DANCE! 

M Hilary Bryce has her first thrilling 
| j chance to appear in pantomime—on 
1/ condition that she masquerades as 
another girl ! 


ALSO 


No. 150 REBELS OF INVADED ISLE 
No. 151 TEMPLE OF SECRETS 


.One shilling each. 


the plane itself down? The local 
police, firemen, the owners of the 
wood, and the airport where the 
plane was kept all disclaimed 
responsibility. Contractors offered 
to get it down for what the owher 
considered the “crazy” price of 
over £350. Gloomily he now faces 
the job himself—with the help of 
any kind friends available. 

Shelling 

sisters 

Kerry (12) and Wendy (9) are 
expert sheep shearers, and a 
great source of help to their 
father, Mr. Rob Peake, on his 
farm at Maungatautari in New 
Zealand’s North Island. 


SOTMlIClii 11 1 

land m Finn 

Famine in Kenya has been much in the news. Here C N 
brings you an on-the-spot account from someone who has 
been hard ot work saving lives in the smitten area. He is 
Malcolm Lawrence, a Y.M.C.A. secretary working with the 
Christian Council of Kenya. 


mmii m 

People near Melbourne must 
have nibbed their eyes the other 
day when they saw a car flying 
through the air pursued by 
another on the ground. The 
flying car was in fact a balloon, 
shaped like a car for use as an 
advertisement, which had broken 
from its mooring. 

The pursuing motorist was a 
passing farmer. He managed to 
grasp the trailing rope and towed 
the balloon back to his farm. 


Twopenny shave 

Men waiting for trains at Japan¬ 
ese stations can now shave them¬ 
selves with a public electric razor 
for 10 yen (twopence). The rotary 
blades are sterilized by a lamp 
after each use. Similar shavers 
arc also available in restaurants. 


RAILWAY ROUND 
THE GROUNDS 

The thousand children of an 
orphanage near Budapest arc to 
have their own railway. , Com¬ 
plete with locomotives and 
coaches, it will run for a mile 
round the grounds. Except for 
engine drivers, the staff will con¬ 
sist of the boys and girls. 


CAur purpose, he writes, was to 
^ visit one of the soup-kitchens 
set up by the Christian Council 
of Kenya to help in famine relief. 

This particular soup-kitchen was 
at Kisamis about 50 miles south of 
Nairobi in the country of the 
Masai tribe. The Masai are very 
arrogant, proud, and backward, 
scorning cultivation and Western 
civilisation. They' move over the 
■land, from water-hole to water- 
hole, with their flocks of inferior 
cattle, on whose blood and milk 


. A Masai warrior ^ 

they depend for food. The area 
has suffered two years of drought 
followed, now, by floods. 

We arrived at Kisamis and 
found the four Africans who look 
after this little outpost soup- 
kitchen. We watched the people 
coming in—ill-clothed, shrivelled 
creatures, the children clinging to 
the backs of their mothers. 

The kitchen is at present feeding 
some 860 men, women, and 
children. But when it was set up 
a month ago only 100 people 
came forward because the food—, 
meat powder and maize made into 
a thick porridge and looking like 
milk—was strange to them. 

It was also found that malnutri¬ 
tion and malaria and dysentry 
were greatest among the children 
and mothers. Tribal custom 
decreed that the warriors should 
be fed first, then the young men 
and older boys, and lastly the 
women and children. 

Working wonders 

The team has done wonders in 
teaching Masai how to prevent 
such disasters in the future by 
their own self-help, and showing 
them that it is essential to feed 
the children first, then the mothers, 
and the men last. 1 

But the country still faces a 
national disaster, and help from 
outside—in gigantic form—will be 
needed, . ■ 
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NEW enc 



designed to benefit young people, at school 




f 



THE MODERN ENCYCLOPAEDIA 


LLUSTRATED 


TODAY—as never before—immense, richly rewarding opportunities await young people 
who KNOW ! /Here, to help YOU to do well at school—pass your exams with flying 
colours—is a wonderful brand-new Encyclopaedia that is packed with just the dependable, 
easy-to-grasp information you need ! Whatever you want to know on any subject, these 
eight superb, lavishly illustrated volumes enable you to find the answer in a flash! Thousands 
of detailed entries cover the whole range of human knowledge in the most interesting, readable 
form, and there’s a wealth of information on sports, games and pastimes, the arts, famous 
people, international affairs, industry and commerce, etc, ; 

A Work of Lifetime Usefulness 

Long after you have left school or college you will 
still turn to this Encyclopaedia for information and 
guidance because it is a REAL Encyclopaedia—one 
I that is just as useful to adults as it is to young people. 

Prepared by over 100 distinguished experts, the 
MODERN ENCYCLOPAEDIA ILLUSTRATED is the most 
authoritative, most luxuriously produced all-purpose 
reference work of its kind ever offered at such low 
cost. Nearly 3,500 pages. Over 2,000 explanatory 
drawings and photographs. Over 60 pages of 
beautiful COLOUR PLATES. Examine it NOW— 
without obligation to purchase. 


A truly magnificent binding 

These eight superbly printed and lavishly illustrated volumes are 
handsomely bound in sumptuous Peacock Blue Balacuir with titles 
stamped in gold on black foil spine panels, and every • bookbinding 
refinement. Attractive, modern Book Rest in natural, polished Nigerian 
Cedar given FREE with every set. Yours (if kept) for only 15/- down 
and 15 monthly payments of 20/- each (£15.15.0). Cash price £14.5.0. 


Parents! 

DO THIS NOW! 

Simply fill in form and post in a 2£d. 
stamped, unsealed envelope. The 
complete Encyclopaedia comes to you 
in its FREE Book Rest—on 7 days’ 
trial ; if satisfied you send remittance, 
otherwise return set in 8 days. Approval 
Offer applies in the U.K. only, closes 
Jan. 27. Customers in Eire please send 
cash price with order—refunded in full 
if not completely satisfied. 



f NO SALESMAN 

^ will call 


To : Dept. E.O.20, Odhams Press Ltd., Basted, Scvcnoaks, Kent. 

Without obligation to purchase, please send me THE MODERN ENCYCLOPAEDIA 
ILLUSTRATED (Standard Edition) on 7 days’ FREE APPROVAL. Within 8 days, I will 
either return the complete Encyclopaedia and Book Rest in good condition, carriage paid, 
OR remit the full cash price. Alternatively, I will send correct down payment and further 
monthly instalments as detailed in the advertisement. 

Delete words NOT applicable : I wish to pay CASH/BY TERMS. I am (a) houseowner 
(b) tenant in house or flat (c) temporary resident (d) over 21 (e) under 21. 

Signature....... 

(If under 21 t signature of parent or guardian ) ^ 

BLOCK LETTERS BELOW 

NAME......... 

Full Postal 

ADDRESS.....:.;. 

E.O.20/13.1.62 ..... 
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Not the recommended way of coming to a halt—but an effective one 1 


The Children's Newspa 


You are never too young to learn ski-ing. In Scandinavia, 
Austria ami Switzerland, for instance, children arc fully at home 
on skis by the time they arc four. And although that may not 
be possible in Britain, more and more young people arc taking 
to the nursery slopes during their holidays. 

TV/Tany are attracted to Scotland’s cannot get lost, and there arc 
• LVJ_ ski-ing centres, which have always plenty of other young 
several advantages for the be- people for company, most of 
ginner. They arc much nearer them in any old warm clothes, 
and cheaper than the Continental falling down all over the place, 
resorts. They have none of the And you are not put to shame 
dangers of the Alps and other by those Swiss or Austrian boys 
mountain areas of Europe. You and girls who have been ski-ing 


practically since they climbed out 
6 f the cradle. 

The Scottish centres now have 
all the facilities of transport to 
the ski-slopes, excellent instructors 
(most of them Norwegian, 
Austrian, or Swiss), and some of 
the slopes are high and er-, 
hilarating enough even for the 
expert. 

The Scottish season starts in 
mid-September. By Christmas 
time the snow begins to pack on 
the heights of the Cairngorm 


It’s a long way to the top, but it’s worth It... Of course, some centres have a ski lift or an endless, rope, as seen here in the Cairngorm Mountains in lnvernes< 



One of the first lessons is how to stop ! 



A ski hut high up on Ben Lawers, Perthshire. 
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mntains, and skiers find good 
is from Strathspey, Deeside, 
farther west at Glencoe. The 
ik season is March and April 
just . right for the Easter 
lidays. 

rhe longer spring days open up 
the glories of the Cairngorm 
iteau with its several peaks 
ing to over 4,000 feet, 
rhe Scottish Youth Hostels 
sociation is running beginners’ 
arses from this month until the 
t week in April. At Glenisla 



hire. 


the weekly cost is £7 5s, Od., and 
at Loch Morlich £7 15s. Od., both 
centres giving a seven-shilling dis¬ 
count for ski-ers under 16. 

The instructors, some British 
and some Norwegian, are trained 
at the Norwegian Ski-School, so 
that as well as being expert ski-ers 
they have also been trained in 
the technique of teaching. 

The hostel equipment is of a 
very high quality, and beginners can 
hire all they need without having 
to go to the expense of equipping 
themselves. 

Most young people learn 
quickly. And though they often 
fall, beginners seldom hurt them¬ 
selves. It is only the better 
ski-ers who try to be clever or 
go too fast who get hurt. 

At the end of each week tests 
are held for the Norwegian Ski- 
School star badges—one star for 
competent ski-ers, two stars for 
good ski-ers, and three stars for 
the very good. Some beginners 


make such good progress 'that 
they reach the two-star standard 
after only a week. . 

Holidays abroad 

If you can persuade your 
parents to let you combine 
learning to ski with a holiday 
abroad you could join one of Erna 
Low’s Teenager Parties. These 
are for boys and girls in the age 
groups 13 to 16 years and 16 to 
21 years. If you have a big 
brother or sister over 16 you can 
join him or her in the older party. 

If you have a very small brother 
or sister then Miss Low also runs 
children’s parties complete with 
trained nurse to look after them 
and two hours a day in the ski- 
school. 

These parties go to Austria 
and Switzerland, and are timed 
to fit in with both Christmas and 
Easter holidays. For further infor¬ 
mation write to 47 Old Brompton 
Road, London, S.W.7.- 



A. good preparation for 
your ski-lng holiday is 
at an indoor school 
where you can practise 
on this new artificial 
snow slope made of 
plastic bristle. 



r 




A speedy run down one of the slopes in the Cairngorm Mountains. 
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By Ernest Thomson 

He made friends 
with a dragon 

Making. friends with a fighting 
dragon and gettirig him to 
eat out of one’s hand is something 
that comes easily to filming 
naturalist Heinz Sielmann. He 
proves it : in his next Discovery . 
film-in BBC television .on Friday. 

He. was touring the Galapagos 
Islands, studying the' iguanas or 
“dragons” which live on the 
almost inaccessible lava rocks. 
Watch him tempt one with some 
titbits in his palm. 

During his stay, Sielmann filmed 
dragon fights in which there is a 
lot of scuffling around, but little 
damage. Appropriately, he calls 
his film, Tournament of Dragons. 

The Bard as a 
“ cliff-hanger ” 

Last Sunday afternoon BBC 
television was due to begin 
weekly repeats of The Age of 
Kings. This group of eight 
Shakespeare plays form a 15-part 
serial. 

The series has been an immense 
success on American TV. 
America’s Newsweek Magazine 
referred to two stations which dis¬ 
covered that “the Bard can be run 
as a cliff-hanger.” 

OUT WITH THE 
AIR CADETS 

John Mitchell, the young ex¬ 
plorer in Associated-Rediffu¬ 
sion’s In Search of Adventure, will 
team up on Friday with an air 
cadet as the TV cameras visit the 
Air Training Corps at Maiden¬ 
head. Through the eyes of John 
and his friend we can watch the 
ATC instructional course from, 
start to finish. 


I 1 ZI DRIVES UP IN 
THE SUPERCAR 

Meet Zizi, the little N girl puppet you will soon be seeing 
for the first time in ITV’s Supercar on Sundays. Zizi, 
who is French; has just been made by modelling expert 
John Blundell at a cost of nearly £300. 

Like Mike Mercury, Professor than 26,000 members. One of 
Popkess, and the other Mike Mercury’s youngest fans is 
characters, Zizi has lips that move six-year-old Stephen Dowthwaite, 
electrically in time with the words, who lives in London’s West End. 


The Children’s Newspaper, 13th january, 1962 


She sings, too, to the voice of 
Sylvia Anderson, who told me 
that Zizi is coming into the pic¬ 
ture to give the stories a greater 
interest, for girls. . 

“Of course, ever so many girls 
are already thrilled by Stipe rear,' 1 
she said. “Mike Mercury gets 
letters .from girls of all ages, but 
Zizi will certainly add to the 
feminine appeal! 

“Zizi enters the story as a stow¬ 
away on a plane. From France 


The other day a parcel arrived at 
the Supcrcar Film Studios at 
Slough, Buckinghamshire. In it 
was a : splendid model which 
Stephen had made of a Supercar 
in cardboard. 

Reg Hill, Supercar's designer, 
was so pleased that he sent the 
young constructor one of the new 
12-inch-long plastic Supercar 
models now in the shops. 



i n r.rmrnm&mM iBtW. 

she travels to Nevada, and it’s a 
terrific surprise for Professor 
Popkess in the Supercar labora¬ 
tory when he opens what he 
thinks is a crate of French wine 
and out jumps Zizi. Soon she is 
up to her eyes in adventures.” 
Miss Anderson told me the 


SPORTSVIEW 

CHOICE 

’YY’ho is BBC television’s Junior 
Sportsview Personality of 
the Year? We shall know on 
Friday when Sportsview cameras 
roam the .National Schoolboy’s 
Own Exhibition at Olympia, Lon¬ 
don, for a tour which ends .up 
with the presentation of the award. 

Viewers will also see some of 
Britain’s leading women gymnasts, 
a physical training display by men 
of the Services and a boxing 
demonstration by amateur heavy¬ 
weight champion Billy Walker. 



Why The Brook Brothers 

Left Home 

".. ' . r 




■Winchester, the ancient capital 
of England, is not it very 
lively town as to Show business. 
Few people want it to be. • 

So two of its bright teenagers 
Ricky and Geoff Brook realised 
that the chance of finding show- 
business fame in their home town 
was nil —arid they left. 

Ricky and Geoff Brook are now 
known throughout the country for 
their polished duo-singing and 
lively performances on stage. But 
it is through their records that the 
Brook Brothers (their real name 
and they really are brothers) 
have made a reputation. 

“We were always keen to get 
on the stage as a career,” Ricky, 


L$i2r 

aged 19, says. “Every day after 
school we used to practise singing 
and playing the guitars.” 

After appearing as semi-profes¬ 
sionals their talents brought them 
a recording contract and sent them 
touring the country. 

. “It was not until our fourth, 
recording—called Warpaint —that 
we knew we had made the grade.” 

The song got in the hit parade 
as much on its catchy lyric as its 
tune, which is quite something in 
an age wheu song-writers. say 
nobody ever listens to the words'. 

Ricky and Geoff’s-latest record 
is called He’s Old Enough To 
Know Better and it’s on Pye 
7N. 15409 (Single 6s.'9d.). 


A lovely face—just as a change 


“One of the most beautiful faces 
in the whole of the animal 
kingdom.” That is what Dr. 
Desmond Morris says of the 
Fennec Fox of North Africa, and 
he will show close-ups of this little 
creature at the end of this Wed¬ 
nesday’s ,Zoo Time on ITV to 
make up for the ugly scorpions 
and lizards seen in the London 
Zoo Reptile House. 


The “star” of the afternoon 
will-be the praying mantis, which 
gobbles up every insect that comes 
within reach. He never goes after 
his prey, but just waits. Watch 
him rubbing his forelegs together 
in the way that got him his name. 
He looks as if he is praying, not 
preying. One of the most savage 
of the breed, which will also be 
televised, is the rose mantis, look¬ 
ing like a frail and dainty bloom. 


OTHER NEW DISCS 

Doug Sheldon began his working 
life as a “ barker ” 1 in a fairground/ 
About a year ago someone heard him 
singing and persuaded him to make 
a record and now he has made Your 
Ma Said You Cried In Your Sleep 
Last Night (Decca. F.U416. Single 
6s. 9d.). 

* * * 

It’s the habit of traditional jazz and 
rock groups to array themselves in 
all sorts of uniforms these days. Nero 
and the Gladiators, dressed in Roman 
togas and armour, take some beating. 
So does their treatment of Czardas 
(Decca. F.11413. Single 6s. 9d.). 


Supercar fan club now has more 
******-*-*****************************************************************^ 

Patrick Moore takes a look at the 


FIVE STARS OF CASSIOPEIA 


(iGamma 




It may be appropriate if I begin my first article in the 
New Year by taking a look at some of the things in store 
in the next twelve months. 

It is dangerous to make forecasts about developments 
in the space research programme. Unmanned vehicles 
to the Moon, flights around the Moon, artificial satellites 
carrying a whole crew instead of a single man, and probe 
rockets to Venus and Mars are all quite possible, and some 
of them should be achieved within the next twelve months. 
However, we can be much more certain about the 
“ natural phenomena.” 


Tn 1962 there are no eclipses of 
■ the Sun visible from Britain. 
Neither are there any proper 
eclipses of the Moon, 

One comet, discovered in 1961, 
is drawing closer to us, and may 
become visible without a tele¬ 
scope in the late summer, but it 
is not likely to be spectacular. 
The August meteor shower will 
not be seen at its best, as moon¬ 
light will interfere with it. 


Of the planets, Venus will be 
an evening star for most of the 
year, and will reach its greatest 
brilliancy on 8th October, when 
it will be a dazzling object in the 
west after sunset. Mercury is 
always hard to see without a tele¬ 
scope, but should become visible 
for a few evenings around 13th 
May. Jupiter and Saturn will be 
best observed in the summer, 
though both will still be rather 


low down. Mars will have become 
brilliant by the end of December, 
1962. 

At the moment there are no 
planets favourably visible in the 
evening skies, so let us turn 
instead to a constellation which 
many people can recognise. This 
is Cassiopeia, whose five chief 
stars make up the shape of a 
rough W. On January evenings 
Cassiopeia is almost straight 
overhead, and cannot possibly be 
missed, particularly as the Milky 
Way runs through it. 

Of the five stars in the W of 
Cassiopeia, two are particularly 
interesting, as they are what are 
known as "variables.” One of these 
is Shedir (Alpha Cassiopeiae), 
which is about 200 times as 
luminous as the Sun. It is 
decidedly orange, which means 
that its surface is cooler than the 
Sun’s. Shedir changes irregularly 



(Chaph) 


Delta 

v (Ruchbah): 


between magnitude 2.1 and 2.7, 
which is why it is called a 
“variable.” It is usually a little 
fainter than the Pole Star. 

The other “ variable ” is Gamma 
Cassiopeiae, the middle star of the 
W. Generally it is rather fainter 
than Shedir, but now and then it 
has “bursts,” becoming much 
brighter than the Pole Star for a 
time. The last notable “burst” 
occurred in 1936, but another may 
take place at any moment. 

Amateur observers can make 
themselves useful by watching 
these and other irregular variable 
stars. The method is to compare 
the variable with a steady star, of 
known brightness. For instance, 
Chaph in Cassiopeia is of 


O 

Alpha ■ 
(Shedir) 


magnitude 2.4, and Ruchbah 2.8. 
Suppose we find that the variable 
Gamma is about, midway in 
brightness between Chaph and 
Ruchbah? Its magnitude must 
then be half-way between 2.4 and 
2 .8—that is to say, 2.6, which was 
the magnitude of Gamma when I 
looked at it just before sitting 
down to write this article. 

Members of the Junior Astro¬ 
nomical Society have formed a 
variable-star section to carry out 
this work, and the results are 
being found most useful. It is a 
line of research open to everyone, 
as no instruments are needed. All 
you want is a star atlas, a list of 
comparison stars, and plenty of 
patience and enthusiasm. 
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The "poor" Pipers live at the 
head of the valley — Mum, Dad, 
Tas, Tas' older brother Vince 
and his little sister Leottic. 

Vince runs a ramshackle school 
bus. When, it breaks down, rich 
and ficrce-tempcred Uncle Ross 
Piper refuses to help. Tas, furious 
with his uncle, throws a pail of 
milk at him, then runs away, 
horrified at what he has done. 

Tas tells the story , . . 



2. Looking for work 

Dy the time I’d walked back'to 
-*-* our place I had cooled down 
somewhat, but even so the story I 
told Mum was enough to make her 
say quite a few things about Uncle 
Ross that it was just as well he 
didn’t hear. Then Dad came in 
and he had to listen. 

“Fancy that great stupid Ross 
not going down to collect the 
school kids!” Mum said. t 

Dad said he could see both sides 
of the argument. After all, Vince’s 
bus had been breaking down rather 
often lately and it was always Ross 
who had to help him out. 

“Why shouldn’t he?” Mum de¬ 
manded. “Blood’s thicker than 
water; isn’t it? Trouble is Ross 
hasn’t got proper blood in his 
veins at all, he’s just got mashed- 
up pound notes.” 

Much later that evening Vince 
came back, having left his bus 
down in town. 

“What about the bus?” Dad 
asked. 

“ She’s had it,” Vince said. “ They 
don’t reckon they can get her back_ 
on, the road for at least a week, 
and even if they could I shouldn’t 
■be able to pay for the job,” 

"What about the school con¬ 
tract, then?” 

“ I went to see Ed Maggs on the 
way up and he’s agreed to take it 
over, starting tomorrow.” 

There was nothing to say after 
that; we all knew \yhat it meant. 

Mum said, after a while, “Well, 
let’s hope the cheque for the 
raspberries is a good one this year.” 

Dat! gets a year’s pay 

Dad was sitting at the table with 
his bare arms stretched out limply. 

When she said that, he suddenly 
clenched his fists. 

“What’s the matter?” said Mum. 

Dad pushed a hand into his 
hip pocket and brought out an 
envelope. He dropped it. on .the 
top of.the table. 

“Got this from the post office 
today,” he said. 

Mum picked the envelope up 
and drew out a narrow piece of 
coloured paper and stared at it as 
if she could hardly believe what; 
was written on it. 

“Four hundred and sixty-three 
pounds eleven shillings and nine- 
pence,” she-said. “There must be 
a mistake.” ■■ \' 

“There isn’t, though,” Dad said. 
“ I phoned them and they said it 
was right enough. They said there 
were so many rasps this year wc 
were lucky to get any price. 

“Four hundred and sixty,” I 
said. “Why, that’s a lot of money. 
Wc could get a television set now.” 

Mum laughed, but not because 
she thought it was funny. 

“For a year’s work?” she. said. 
“The chequeiwas almost twice that 
last year and we didn’t have any 
money to spare. And now Vince 


by RICHARD PARKER 



has lost the school contract , . .” 

“Gee, I’m sorry, Mum,” Vince 
said. 

“ You couldn’t help it. But it’s 
going to be hard all the same.” 

“There’s still the hops to come,” 
Dad said. t 

No one said anything to that. 
Dad had leased a bit of land just 
below the school, about seven acres 
in a bend of the creek. He had 
just about worn himself out on it, 
shifting rocks, putting up the poles 
and wire, manuring the raw, stony 
ground. Even if he got top price 
for the hops, he wouldn’t get back 
the money and time he had put 
into the job for at least a couple 
of years. 

“There’s only one way out of 
it,” Dad said at last. “Vince and 
I will have to go up to Stanmore 
and get work for a year.” 

Stanmore was the sawmill back 
up the track about eight miles 
beyond our place, and there were 
two gangs working out in the bush 
to supply it. A job at' the mill 
was all right because the men 
finished at 4.30 and could get 
home, but the gangs stayed on the 
job all the week and only came 
through Friday night. 

Mum was probably thinking of 
this when she looked sort of doubt¬ 
ful and said, “Well, we’ll see.” 

“The farm work we could do at 
the weekends,” Dad said, 

“And work yourself to death?” 

Dad shrugged his shoulders. 
“ We’ve had it hard before,” he 
said. “I reckon we’ll manage 
again if we have to.” 

“ I reckon wc will,” Vince said, 
quite cheerfully. “They pay real 
good money on the felling gangs.” 

“You’re not going out on the 


gang,” Mum said. “Why, all they 
get to eat is damper and boiled 
mutton.” 

Dad laughed. "That was in the 
old days,” he said. “They have 
proper ovens and stoves and every¬ 
thing nowadays.” 

“Look!” said Vince. “If I went 
on the felling gang and put all the 
money away I could maybe save 
enough for a down-payment on 
another bus.” 

"Only you're not going on the 
gang,” Mum said. 

The next morning Vince and 
Dad went off early before I even 
woke up because they were getting 
a lift out to the sawmill in George 
Triffit’s utility. George and Vince 
had been in fifth grade together at 
school. George, who wasn’t so 
bright, was pulling down £40 a 
fortnight doing some sort of fore¬ 
man’s job out at the mill. 

Guilty expressions 

Dad and Vince didn't get back 
home again until fairly late that 
evening. When they came'in they 
both had guilty expressions, but 
pleased on top of it. 

“Well?” said Mum. 

“We got the jobs,” Vince said. 

“So you’ll be working at the 
mill?” 

Dad said, “The money’s good. 
I’ll get thirty-eight a fortnight arid 
Vince will get . . . how much is 
it, Vince?” 

“You’ll both be at the mill, 
then?” Mum said. 

“Thirty,” said Vince. “I ought 
to be able to save out of that. I 
wonder how much I’d need to put 
down on a Mercedes-Benz twenty- 
two seater?” 

“A new one?” Dad said. 


They both behaved as if Mum 
was not there at all. I could see 
her getting angrier. 

“Now see here, Piper!” she 
said. “Stop your didgy-dodging 
and come right out with it: what 
is this job you’ve got?” 

“Well, for a start we’ll be out 
with a felling gang,” Dad said. 

“So you’ll be with the gang,” 
said Mum. “And you as good as 
promised ...” 

“Just for a few weeks,” Dad 
said. 

Mum kept going for a while but 


feel rather less cheerful.. However, 
I got out into the middle of the 
track, unslung my boots and 
started to pick at the knot in the 
laces with my finger-nails. 

With no light to help me it was 
a real puzzle. In the end I only 
succeeded in making the knot 
tighter. I gave up and tried to 
break the laces, but they were new 
and strong. ■ There didn’t seem to 
be anything I could do then. Either 
I had to walk barefoot, or I had 
to put the boots ori still laced 
together. I chose the latter course. 



you could tell she was just grum¬ 
bling herself to a standstill. 

“You’re just a couple of irre¬ 
sponsible kids,” Mum said. “I 
suppose you’ll be packing your 
guns and your fishing tackle and 
be having a fine old time pretend¬ 
ing you’re working. Well, you 
don’t fool me.” 

“Gee, I wish I could come,” ,1 
said. 

“Well, I don’t know,” said Dad. 
“I don’t see why ...” 

“But I do,” said Mum. “Tas 
goes to school as usual, and don’t 
go putting any other ideas into his 
head.” 

I knew it was no use arguing, 
once Mum has made up her mind, 
so I went to bed. 

“Could you bring me a 
kangaroo ? ” 

When I had washed myself and 
Scrubbed my teeth an idea of 
immense importance suddenly 
struck me, so 1 went back into the 
living-room. 

“Dad,” 1 said, “are you likely 
to sec any kangaroos where you’re 
going?” ‘ ■ ,■ 

“Could be,” Dad said. 

“Could you bring me back a 
"joey?” 

“What do you want a kangaroo 
for? They’re only a nuisance.” 

“I’d just like one,” I said. 

“ I’ll consider it,” Dad said. 

“Thanks!” I got as far as the 
door and then stopped and said 
casually, “Reckon you’ll be-gone 
pretty early tomorrow!” 

“I reckon,” Dad said. 

“Four o’clock, maybe?” 

“Could be.” 

Having obtained all the informa¬ 
tion I needed, I made a graceful 
exit. All that stuff about the 
kangaroo was just camouflage; 
what I wanted to know was when 
Dad reckoned to start. 

I got into bed and waited 
patiently for the rest of them to 
get to bed and to sleep. After a 
while I got to feeling drowsy, and 
thinking that would never do, I 
rigged up a waker-upper with a 
piece of string tied to my big toe, 
the idea being if I dropped off to 
sleep my leg would relax, and pull 
the string which was tied to my 
boots. These were balanced on the 
head of my bed,just above me. 

There I lay for what must have 
been hours and hours while the 
voices went on and on in the other 
room, until by and by 1 really did 
fall asleep. The gadget worked 
very well, for the next thing I 
knew was getting a right smack in 
the face. Those boots really 
clobbered me. 

When I sat up, I found that the 
house was dead quiet. I dressed 
in the dark, as quietly as I could. 
I did not put my boots on, but 
hung them round my neck by the 
laces. Then I let myself out. 

It was a very dark night, and 
with all those miles to walk to the 
sawmills in the dark I began to 


reminding myself of all the con¬ 
victs that hau escaped from Port 
Arthur with heavy chains round 
their ankles. 

I had hobbled 20 or 30 yards up 
the slope, when I heard a car on 
the road below the house and 
turned to see the headlights sweep¬ 
ing up over the hill. I made a 
jump for the side of the track, 
forgetting my boots in my hurry 
to get out of sight. The laces 
threw me and I fell flat on my 
face. I sat up and realised that 
the car had stopped at our front 
gate. 

“Do you mind doing that again, 
cobber?” said a voice. “Looks 
like a beaut trick you’ve got 
there.” 

It was George Triffit. - 

“Look,” I said, “drop dead, will 
you?” 

He laughed and came forward 
and helped me to my feet. 

"Let’s get a look at you in the 
light,” hei said. 

He started to drag me down 
towards the car. My feet wouldn’t 
allow such rapid progress, so after 
one step I just leaned on him. 

“Taken root or something?” he 
said. 

“ My bootlaces are tied together,” 
I said. 

George to the rescue 

When he saw what I said was 
true, he squatted down on the 
track and howled with laughter. 

“Oh dear, oh dear, oh dear!" 
he said. 

“If you happen to have a knife,” 
I said coldly. 

In the end he got his knife out 
and cut me free. 

“Your folks all asleep, are 
they?” he asked. 

“That hardly seems possible 
after the racket you’ve been mak¬ 
ing,” I said. 

He looked round at the house, 
which was still in darkness. 

“I wanted to see Vince and your 
Dad about tomorrow,” he said. 
And then he started to chuckle 
again. “Oh, Tassie boy, you 
should just have seen yourself . . , n 

“What about tomorrow?” 

Continued on page 10 



Cut out this fish and stick it in 
the space provided on the side 
of the Quaker Oat Krunchies 
packet so that you can enter 
the Children’s Newspaper 
and Oat Krunchies “Fishing 
Facts ” competition. 
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ISIS*|COLLECTION 

★ This super new lot Includes 10 Sputnik and Rocket 

commemoratives with RUSSIA Space Dog set complete, 
also Gagarin In Prague, ltocket Landing on Moon, Titov 
and other Cosmic Comments. .. 

★ This great offer is made to introduce our popular 
Sterling Approvals. Also we send details of the Sterling 
Stamp Club—(admission tree—many advantages). Just, 
send 3d. plus 3d: postage (one 6d. or two 3d. stamps) 
and ask to see an Approval selection. 

(Please tell you? parents about this special offer.) 
j STERLING STAMP SERVICE (CN39), Lancing, Sussex 
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Post Free. Minimum order 6 stamps. 

We despatch per return. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. GIBBONS' SIMPLIFIED 
WHOLE WORLD CATALOGUE, 1962 Edn. 
1,104 Pages, 17,100 Illustrations, 106,000 
Stamps Listed. Wonderful value for money 
at 25/-, plus 2/6 postage. Don’t delay. 
J. A. L. FRANKS LTD. (Dept. C.N.) 
HO Fetter Lane. London, E.C.4 
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155 

9d. 

181 

3d. 




Everything for the 
Stamp Collector 
ABSOLUTELY FREE Including 

★ STAMP FINDER 

★ 70 FOREIGN AND COLONIAL 
STAMPS 

★ PLASTIC TWEEZERS 

★ STAMP ALBUM 

★ TRANSPARENT ENVELOPES 
it PRIZE SET 0F9HUNGARIAN 

STAMPS 

Just send us your name and address 
and enclose 9d. for postage and packing. 

Our famous discount pictorial approvals will 
accompany each free outfit. If you are under 
1 6 please tell your parents you are writing. 


bridgnorth'Stamp:co., ltd. 


(BS1), BRIDGNORTH. SHROPSHIRE 

53 G.B. STAMPS 



To all stamp collectors 
who send for Approvals. 

Please tell your parents. 


. Please send 53 Great Britain and Approvals. 
| 6d. enclosed far postage. 


_! NAME., 


ADDRESS., 


AVON STAMPS (J.2) NTH 


■ WALSHAM, NORFOLK 




MAJOR YURI GAGARIN 
1st SPACEMAN SET 
27 FREE 
MONGOLIAN 
GIANT-SIZED 
SPACE PACKET 

•I* PLUS 


★ < 


f FREE! 25 STAMPS FREE! 

► Send 3d. postage and request Approval 


t 



1958 HEALTH STAMPS of 

NEW ZEALAND 

depicting in most attractive designs and 
colours a smart Boy’s Brigade Bugler 
on the Id. value and a Girl’s Life 
Brigade Cadet on the 2d. value. These 
high class stamps will be sent at once 

ABSOLUTELY FREE 

to all applicants for our superb 
Discount Approvals. In addition, for 
purchasers, there will be a packet of 
50 different stamps also entirely Free, 
plus introduction to our unique 
Dividend Scheme. 

Please tell your parents and enclose 
3d. postage to: 

WINTERBORNE STAMP COMPANY 
ABINGDON, BERKS. 


•A 



For all asking lor my Discount Approvals. 

Enclose 3d. postage. Please tell your parents. 

B. R. M. SINGLETON <GN20),97 HEATH LANE, IPSWICH 


Duke's Award 
for cycling 
instructors 

Boys, aged 15 to 19, who arc 
aiming at a Silver or Gold Award 
in the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award Scheme can now, as one 
qualification, help to train young 
cyclists under the National Cycling 
Proficiency Scheme. More details 
can be obtained from the Royal 
Society for the Prevention of 
Accidents, Safe Cycling Depart¬ 
ment, 52 Grosvenor Gardens, 
London, S.W.l. 
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HALF A TON OF 
WISHES 

When a wishing-wcll at Great 
Yarmouth was drained recently 
it was found that, over a period of 
years, visitors had thrown in 
nearly half a ton of halfpennies, 
pennies and sixpences to bring 
them luck with their wishes. The 
money—amounting to £161 8s.— 
has been distributed among local 
good causes. 


The answer 
was—nuts 

A tractor was taken to an 
engineering works, in East. Dere- 
hatn, Norfolk, because something 
had jammed. It took a hacksaw 
to free the machinery and find the 
trouble. Inside were 120 hazel 
nuts, the winter store of a dor¬ 
mouse. 


Continued from page 9 

“Well, wc sort of fixed up they 
were to go out and join one of the 
gangs, but I clean forgot that it’s 
Friday tomorrow and all the gangs 
will be coming in. So 1 just 
thought I’d drop up and arrange 
it for Monday instead. Do you 
reckon you could let them know?” 

“I reckon I could,” I said, 

“Good, Well, I may as well get 
back.” 

After George had gone it struck 
me that there was no reason why 
I shouldn’t go back to bed, 

I had a look at Vince when I 
got inside and half thought of 
waking him up and telling him not 
to go up to the sawmills. But he 
was flat out and snoring, so I 
thought I would leave it and tell 
him first thing. 

Muzzy with sleep 

The next thing 1 knew was Mum 
poking me .with her hard finger 
and saying, “ My word, but he’s 
sleeping heavy.” 

1 was so muzzy with sleep, after 
being up in the night, that I clean 
forgot to pass on George Triffit’s 
message. I didn’t think another 
thing about it until Leonie and I 
were on our way down to school 
about two hours later. 

“Why can’t we go with Vince 
like we always do?” Leonie said. 

“You know very well ...” I 
said; and'then I remembered. 

I suddenly felt'cold and shud- 
dery, like I did the time Grassy 
Gleeson put the fire extinguisher 
nozzle down the neck of my shirt 
and turned the tap on. 

To be continued 



GROW MORETREES! 



One evening about 90 years ago Pierre Mahe, a Paris 
bookseller, was closing his shop when a man paused at his 
doorway. Taking a rolled bundle of paper from his pocket, 
he asked M. Mahe if he was interested in foreign stamps. 

As well as being a bookseller,. 

M. Malic was also a stamp dealer 
and so he invited the stranger 
into his shop. Inside the bundle 
were complete sheets of all seven 
values of the first stamps of 
Greece, issued in 1861. 

The stranger was prepared to 
sell the stamps for 180 francs 
(then worth about £7) and a copy 
of a particular book which his 
wife wished to read. M. Mah6 
was happy to agree. Later M. 

Mahe sold the stamps at a hand¬ 
some profit. Today, they would 
be, worth at least £30,000. 

The centenary of these Greek 
stamps has been celebrated in 
Greece by the 
issue of a 
special series 
of seven 
values, one of 
which is pic¬ 
tured here. 

Each of the 
new designs 
rep reduces 
one of the 
stamps of 
1861 in its 


JTrom Israel come two , new 
stamps to help the “Grow 
more trees!” campaign. For the 
25-pruta value shown here, the 
artist has used a fir-cone design. 

C. W. Hill 



AAAI IP. 4.S0 


original colours. 

Pictorials from 
France 



it.. 

JT'rance issues so many beautiful 
commemorative stamps for 
special occasions that stamps of 
the ordinary series -r- c a 11 e d 
“definitives”—are sometimes over¬ 
looked. Seven of the low values 
are, in fact, large-size pictorials 
in attractive colours. 

Pictured here is the 45-centimes 
value, which shows the stately 
chateau at Sully-sur-Loire, in 
central France. The design is 
in dark blue, brown, and green. 

Other values have views of the 
seaport of Calais, the vineyards 
of Cognac, and the seaside resort 
of Arcachon, in the south-west. 

Evergreen in Japan 

Japan has also been issuing some 
beautifully coloured stamps. 
The 1 0 - y e n 
v a 1 lie pic¬ 
tured here 
features a 
spray of 
sazanka, a n 
evergreen tree.||S 
which grows 
wild in the i||jg|P; 
mountains of 
Kyushu and 
Shikoku. Its 
white flowers appear during the 
late autumn and winter. 







MATCHBOX LABELS 

50 diff. Japan .. 2/9.1 100 World 4/3 

30 diff. Jugoslavia 2/3 j 100 Asia 4/6 
Album 3/6 

PHILLABEL 

6 Cocksctt Avenue, Farnborough, 
Orpington, Kent _ 


100 Different Stamps FREE! 

Plus Super Perforation Gauge to all 
applicants asking to see my famous 
Id. upwards Approvals. British-Colonial 
or Foreign. Don’t delay, write , today 
enclosing 4Jd- in stamps for postage, 
Please tell your parents. • 

C. T. BUSH (CN35), 

53 Newlyn Way, Parkstone, Poole, Dorset 


| RUSSIA GIANT FREE to nipi/rTP 

> everyone ordering ope of these* Wb!\L IJ 


- 10 cliff. 

Afglianistan4/- 
Zanzlhar 2/6 
Liberia I/fl 
Sudan .1/9 
Sau. Arabia t/i* 

Triangutars 1 /C 

PleaseicV your parents. 

Postage 3d. extra. C.W.O.- LIST FREE. ' 
BattstampsdU, 13 Kidderminster Rd.,Croydon, Suirey 


25 <11 it. ' 
Costa Rica 3/3 
Hong Kong 3/9 
Cyprus • 4/6 
Iceland 3/6 
Malta ; 3/- 
Sosnla .3/6 


. ioo diff. \ 
Canada' <>/- 
India - 3/- 

Portugal'l/9- 
Finland 3/9 
Norway '3/6 
Russia • 6/6 


SPACE FILLERS 

Request our Discount Approvafs and 
enclose 3d. stamp. 

id.~id.-ld.-2d., APPROVALS 
FOREIGN or COMMONWEALTH 

Please tell your parents. 

AUDAX STAMP SERVICE, (dept. cn>, 
54 BEAUFORT ROAD, BILLERICAY, 
ESSEX. 


STAMPS PLUS 2 
FROM RUSSIA 

★ FREE! * 

To all who request Discount Approvals." 
Send 5d. to cover postage. , 
Please tell your parents. 
BAYONA STAMP CO. (Dept. CN). 

291 LONDON Ul)„ I.F.FTWICH CillF.KN, 
NORTHWICII, CHESHIRE, ENGLAND 


★ SENEGAL SPORTS ★ 

A new exciting Sports Set from 

SENEGAL Is offered FREE to all 
Approval applicants enclosing 3d. 
postage. SEND NOW1 
Please tell your Parents. 

J. NORRIS (DEPT. C.N.21) 

17 CHILTERN ROAD, DUNSTABLE, 
BEDS. 



The 213 are ALL 
DIFFERENT" and- 
include 14 Special 
Stamps (catalogued 
at over 10/-) such as the 80 year old 
British ‘Penny Lilac’, and 1876 Ottoman 
Empire, etc. Whole collection is catalogued 
at over 45/-, yet it will be sent FREE to all 
who ask to see our New Approvals. (No 
need to buy any!) Just send Gd. postage to: 
UNIVERSAL STAMP CO. (DEPT. C.N.2) 
EASTRINGTON. GOOLE, YORKS. 
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; £ A Sessom in reisi® letters 



First, find the names of the 
nine objects which are illust¬ 
rated above. ; When you have 
done so, take the initial let¬ 
ters and arrange them to 
spell the name of a subject 
studied in school. 


PANS WANTED 

The answer to each clue con- 
\ tains the word PAN. 

Small room for storing food 
Tool for turning nut or bolt 
A wide area 
Native of Spain 
To attend 


JJ Kt OE llEa iTTBB iga. 


NOW GUESS WHAT'S HEBE 



Study the picture very care¬ 
fully before hazarding a guess 
at what is seen. 


CROSS-MOT PUZZLE 

How good is your French? In this 
Anglo-French puzzle the words across 
are French and the words down are 
English. Clues are in English for 
French words, and in French for 
English words. 


1 > 

2 

3 



5 

6 




7 




8 


, ; 


9 ’ 

io 



11 : 


h 



13 






■ 




Popular choke 

first is in circle but not in 
ring. [sting. 

My second's in bite and also in 
My third is in crayon but not in 
chalk. [talk. 

My fourth is in chatter but not in 
My fifth is in punt but not in boat, 
My sixth is in suit but not in coat. 
The answer’s a place that is 
always a treat— 

For adults and children, it's hard 
to beat! 

I—.".j. -J. -i 


READING ACROSS: I, Post. 6 
Donkey. 7 He. 8 Salts., 9 Roast. 
11 Letters for a -Saint. 12 Where. 
14 .Treasure.' 

READING DOWN: 1 Oiseau qui 
parle. 2 Sur, 3 Essai. 4 Est malade. 
S En Iflnnde. 10 Notre. 13 Nous. 

Answer next week, 


COMPLETE THE TOOTS 

When complete, the lines below 
will give the names of two towns 
in a European country. The 
letters which have been omitted 
are vowels. Can you name the 
towns—and the country ? 

! M-L-G-; T-L-D-. 

ANSWERS TO PUZZLES 

A lesson in nine letters. One; Goose; 
Eye ; ■ Pear ; Rabbit ; Anchor ; 
Hat ; Yacht ; Glove—initials re¬ 
arranged to spell GEOGRAPHY, 
PANS wanted. Pan-try ; s-pan-ner ; 
ex-pan-se ; S-pan-iard ; accom-pan-y. 
Now guess what’s here. Cakes of ice 
on Lake Michigan, Illinois. Popular 
choice. Circus. Complete the towns. 
Malaga; Toledo—which arc in Spain. 




You only need to turn on a 
gas tap and Mr. Therm will 
be there ready to help you. 


At Your Gas Showroom 

If you go and visit your gas showroom 
you will find Mr. Therm there eagerly 
waiting to be at your service. He will 
take you round and show you all the 
very latest gas appliances—new cookers, 
wonderful fridges, super room-heaters. 
He will also show you how to use them. 
In the showroom you may see a cookery 
demonstration by a lady called a Home 
Service Adviser, whose principal job is to 
call at your home and show you how to 
get the best out of your gas appliances. 
You are sure of a warm welcome from 
Mr. Therm. 


On Washday 

Does poor Mummy get washed out 
herself on washday ? With Mr. Therm 
at your service, there is really no need 
for her to get those washday blues. 
Instead, she can try one of his super 
washing machines, which will turn those 
horrid piles of dirty clothes sparkling 
clean again in no time at all. There will 
be no more rubbing and scrubbing for 
her. All she has to do is put the clothes 
and dirty linen into the washing machine, 
and Mr. Therm will do the rest. Gas 
will do your laundry for you ! 


Issued by the Gas Council. 



* TRY AND WIN A PRIZE ! 

Mr. Therm’s WMfmdst 


HOW TO ENTER : Write down the name of 
the large object in the centre circle, which occurs 
in the story above. Using only the letters in this 
word, make up the names of the four objects In 
the smaller drawings. You can use each letter 
more than once. 

Write your answers in a neat numbered list 
on a postcard. Add your full name, age' and 
address, ask a parent or guardian to sign it as 
your own unaided work, then post it to : ' 

Mr. Therm’s Word Teaser No. 2, Children’s 
Newspaper, 26-27 Farringdon Street, London, 
E.C.4 (Comp.). 

Mr. Therm will award £2 2s. Book Tokens for 
the three neatest correct entries (with writing 
according to age taken into consideration) received 
by Friday, 19th January. His decision is final ! | 

MORE “HIDDEN WORD” WINNERS 

The winners of our Mr. Therm’s Hidden Word 
Competition No. 7 are Shirley Babbe of Guernsey, 
David Foster of Wallingford, and Judith Mason 
of Solihull. 
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RUGBY UMION 



will be here 
soon 

JJenaud as captaiia of Australia’s 
cricket team in a few years’ 
time? Certainly—but John, not 
Richie. 

John is the 17-year-old brother 
of Australia’s present skipper, but 
he seems to be heading for the 
same kind of honours. 

A first-class leg-spin bowler, 
stylish batsman, and outstanding 
fielder, Johp plays with his 
brother for the Cumberland Club 
in Sydney. The tradition of two 



John Benaud 

Benauds in the team is thus main¬ 
tained, for previously Richie and 
his father played'at the same time. 

Another cricketer of whom 
Australian experts expect great 
things is fast-bowler Alan Craw¬ 
ford, also of Sydney. . Although 
only' 17, Alan weighs 12| stone 
and stands 6 feet 1. His bowling 
is said to be even faster than 
that of Gordon Rorke at his best. 


TO THE 


The Rugby Union International Championship season 
starts on Saturday, when Scotland entertain : France at 
Murrayfield, Edinburgh. 

''Phe French team has been out- 

. standing in home inter¬ 
nationals in recent, years—cham¬ 
pions for 'the past three seasons 
(although sharing ■ the title with 
England in 1960), and unbeaten 
since losing to' Ireland at Dublin 
in April, 1959. 

The odds must certainly be in 
favour of the French on Saturday. 

Since the war they have won nine 
of their 15 games against Scot¬ 
land, although it must be admitted 
that there is seldom more than 
two or three points between them 
in matches at Murrayfield. 


15th cap tor Waddell 

Saturday’s game may see 
another milestone in the Rugby 
career of Gordon Waddell, the 
Cambridge University fly-half, 
who captained Scotland last 
season, for this will be his 15th 
cap, equalling the international 
performance of his famous father 
Herbert Waddell. One of Scot¬ 
land’s greatest half-backs, H. W. 
gained his 15 caps between 1924 
and 1927, and is now a member 
of the committee of the Scottish 
Rugby Union. 

Four of last year’s French team 
arc missing from Saturday’s side: 
full-back Vannier, fylon.cla (last 
season’s skipper), G. Boniface, and 
Celaya who, after winning 30 
caps asked not to)be considered. 
But the replacements are well in 
the 'French tradition of quick 
handling and running that have 
taken the team to the top and 
given so much delight. 

Making a return to the side are 
the giant Mommejat, one of the 
world’s toughest and best second 
row forwards, and L. Casaux, the 
full-back in that defeat by Ireland 
three seasons ago. The two new¬ 
comers are forwards, R. Gensane 
and H. Romero. * 


JULIE HOYLE RETURNS TO SWIMMING 

Julie Hoyle was one of Britain’s the A.S.A.’s advanced coaching 
best women backstroke certificate and will now coach 
swimmers until she decided to schoolchildren and members of,the 
retire last’year at the age of 22. Biishey Swimming- Club,! which 
But Julie does, not intend to for-. she helped to form some years 
sake her sport, She recently gained ago. 


Two world-famous athletes who 
retired because of injury are 
planning a return to sport. 

It was in 1960 that John Disley, 
Britain’s finest steeplechaser, ran 
his last race before retiring with 
persistent Achilles tendon trouble. 
The Welshman was three times 
A.A.A. champion; won a bronze 
medal at the 1952 Olympics in 
Helsinki; and finished sixth in the 
1956 Olympics steeplechase. 

Now John is back in training, 
determined to make a come-back 
this season, convinced that he can 
regain his international status. 
His first race of 1962 was in the 
New Year Round-the-Houses race 
at Mountain Ash, Glamorgan. 

Betty Cuthbert tries again 

Betty Cuthbert was the world’s 
greatest woman sprinter at the age 
of 18. The slim Australian girl 
was a triple gold medallist at the 
1956 Olympics in Melbourne, where 
she won the 100 metres and 200 
metres and ran in the winning 
relay team. Records'fell to her 
flashing feet, and then at the Rome 
Olympics she tore a ligament aiid 
her career seemed ended. 

Now comes news that Betty is 
regaining her old form. 

Last Test Match 
against India 

This weekepd the M.C.C. will 
begin the fifth Test match 
against India at Madras, the final 
fixture of their tour before resum¬ 
ing the Test series in Pakistan. 

Unlike so many of the other 
Indian grounds, Madras has a 
large percentage of . games ending 
with a definite result. England 
have played only two Tests on 
this delightful - ground. In 
February, 1934, they won by 202 
tuns in four days. And in 1952 
India had her first-ever Test 
yictqry,;winning by an innings. 1 




Alan Hill, the 17-ycar-old Barnsley goalkeeper, has dislocated his 
shoulder three times already in his short career. But he hopes 
that his recent operation on the shoulder has cured the trouble 
and will enable him to earn the Under-23 international honours 
which are forecast for him. 


' SUNDAY PBCJORBAL 

NATIONAL EXHIBITION OF 
CHILDREN’S ART 1962 

Children’s pictures, sculpture and craft work 

Entries are invited for the fifteenth 
annual exhibition to be held in 
London in September. 

All children aged between 5 and 16 may 
enter. Write now for leaflet to : 

NATIONAL EXHIBITION OF 
CHILDREN’S ART (A), 

Sunday Pictorial, 

Holborn Circus, London, E.C.l. 

. Closing date for entries : 1st MARCH, 1962 

Advisory Committee: . 

Sir Herbert Read, Mr. Hubert Dalwood, Mr. E. M. O’R. Dickey, 
Mr. George Wright Hall, Mr. Victor Pasmore, 
Mr. R. R. Tomlinson, and Mr. Gabriel White. 
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GREATLY 
REDUCED 

—BRAND NEW ' POST, ETC.,2/6 

Siip into it—^so soft and comfy—and enjoy 
restful sleep throughout ■ the night. No 
blankets, no sheets, it is everything in or„e 
Including special padding for a beautiful 
soft mattress effect. As light as a feather 
it rolls up to a tiny lightweight size. Only 
19/11, post, etc., 2/G, even finished in heavy 
quality strong material—really hard we a ring. 
NOT a blanket with outer but genuinely 
quilted. Under half price for a limited 
period only. Refund Guaranteed. LISTS. 


DIVERTED AMERICAN ORDER! 


INDIANA GABERDINE-WEAVE 

100% STORMPROOF 



Smart Raglan 
style,:, dark grey 
or navy blue. 
Not s onjy the 
immaculate 


jPOSriTC. 27 

appearance of .a. gentleman’s 
City Raincoat—but because 
of Woven v material with 
backed proofing no rain can 
soak, through. Windproof; 
high collar. ‘ Two roomy 
ppekets —; also through 
pockets. Frustrated Ameri¬ 
can order diverted to us. 
Such miraculous value we 
send on “Sale or return”.- 36 to 40 29/11. 
post 2/7. 42 to*46,.5/- extra. 

(Dept. CN/45), 196-200 Coldharbour Lane, 
Louqhboro' June.,. London, S.E.5. Open Sat. 
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